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Can abortion research change the law?
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Access to abortion medication is a human right

The World Health Organization’s definition of health is: “Health is 

a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being, and not 

merely the absence of disease or infirmity”.[3] The WHO listed 

mifepristone and misoprostol as essential medicines since 2005 [4]

Access to essential medicines as part of the right to the highest 

attainable standard of health ("the right to health") according to the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Article 25.1

General comment No. 22 (2016) on the right to sexual and 

reproductive health (article 12 of the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights) states “Essential medicines 

should also be available, including a wide range of …..medicines 

for abortion ….care….”[6]

https://www.womenonwaves.org/en/page/6311/abortion-drone-ireland--abortion-pills-everywhere%23_ftn3
https://www.womenonwaves.org/en/page/6311/abortion-drone-ireland--abortion-pills-everywhere%23_ftn4
https://www.womenonwaves.org/en/page/6311/abortion-drone-ireland--abortion-pills-everywhere%23_ftn6
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General comment No. 22 (2016) on the right to sexual and 

reproductive health (article 12 of the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights) states:

39. States parties have an obligation to respect, protect 

and fulfill the right of everyone to sexual and reproductive 

health

40. The obligation to respect requires States to refrain 

from directly or indirectly interfering with the exercise by 

individuals of the right to sexual and reproductive health.

41. The obligation to respect also requires States to 

repeal, and refrain from enacting, laws and policies that 

create barriers in access to sexual and reproductive health 

services.[8]

https://www.womenonwaves.org/en/page/6311/in-collection/517/abortion-drone-ireland--abortion-pills-everywhere#_ftn8
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Medical abortion (with pills) 
till 12 weeks of pregnancy at home

Mifepristsone + Misoprostol (98% effective)

swallow 1 tablet Mifepristone 200 mg, 

after 24 hours put 4 tablets Misoprostol

(prostaglandin) under the tongue

Misoprostol alone (90% effective) 

put 4 tablets 200 mcg under the tongue,

repeat this after 4 hours, 

and again after 4 hours

(total 12 tablets)

Mifepristone and Misoprostol are on the WHO list of essential medicines
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Access: 
-Regular pharmacy with prescription (India, Nepal and other)

-Black market (where abortion is illegal)

-Special clinics/hospitals (almost all of Europe and US)

-Online (worldwide)
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How does a medical 

abortion work?
Mifepristone block progesterone, an hormone needed to 

maintain the pregnancy and this way stops the 

pregnancy but also makes the womb more sensitive for 

the second medicine, mifepristone

Misoprostol, a prostaglandin, causes contractions of the 

womb. Through these contractions  the products of 

pregnancy are expelled. This is why misoprostol alone 

can also cause an abortion  
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A medical abortion has the same impact as a spontaneous 

miscarriage

Miscarriages are very common (15-20% of all pregnancies),

Complications are rare and women can handle the miscarriage 

themselves. 

In many countries women take abortion pills at home. In case of 

complaints they can contact a doctor.

If a woman did a medical abortion in a country where abortion is 

illegal and she has complaints, she can go to any doctor or 

hospital and say she had a miscarriage. Hospital staff or the doctor 

cannot see the woman used medicines. The treatment for 

complication of medical abortion and spontaneous miscarriage is 

the same. 
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Risks of medical abortion in perspective: 

Mortality unsafe abortion is 1 : 450

Mortality of an early medical abortion is < 1 : 500.000

Mortality of giving birth in Europe 1 : 20.000

Estimated road traffic death rate in Europe 1 : 25.000
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Women on Web, a telemedical abortion service was launched, 

2005in 2006
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Impact of 11 years Women on Web:

The website has now more than 1 million visitors each month.

The helpdesk has answered approximately half a million help emails from women all 

over the world in 17 languages 

Approximately 75.000 women have received a safe medical abortion at home

Many more women have received information about local available services and help 

options

The scientific publications about the service are frequently quoted in other scientific 

publications and influenced guidelines

It inspired other online abortion services as this is now an accepted abortion service 

alternative
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The Guardian September 27 th. 2017
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MediCoverage 2008 Media Coverage now
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The research supported the initiation of other telemedical 

abortion services since 2016.
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Ireland, case study



www.womenonwaves.org       www.womenonweb.org

Campaigns in Ireland: Abortion ship (2001), Abortion train 

(2014) Abortion bus (2015) Abortion drone (2016) 
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Answer to the question: Did the illegality of your abortion affect your feelings?

It made it very difficult to source information (some organisations in Ireland won't give details of reputable UK 

clinics) I feel that my country has really let me down, in this case where there are so many complications, that 

they couldn't provide an abortion.

I was worried the package wouldn't get to me, I was also worried that if I got caught I would be in trouble.

It made me incredibly angry at the laws of my own country. I am ashamed to be from a country with such a 

backwards approach to issues like this.

It made it much more difficult practically. It also added immensely to my paranoia that people would somehow 

find out I was pregnant and I would be prevented from accessing a safe abortion.

I felt hopeless and alone and that I had to hide what I was about to do. On top of all the difficult feelings in 

deciding to have an abortion, feeling like a criminal is awful. I was terrified I would get caught.

It really annoys me in this day and age in a civilised modern country that abortion is still illegal. It's my body and 

my choice, not the churches or some outdated law.

Yes it makes things a lot more difficult to get support and advice. It made me scared that I could get caught.

It  just made it more stressful

The illegality showed me that there is something wrong with the legal system.
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But even women in 

countries where 

abortion should be 

available cannot 

access abortion 

services
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I've just found out I'm pregnant and I can't keep the baby, can you tell me if I can get the tablets from you please . I 

am in the u.k but it's impossible for me to get to a clinic due to having a disabled daughter who I can't leave And I 

have no one else at a I can trust I'm in a complete mess , clinics said I have to leave my daughter at home but I have 

no one else at all to have her due to her disabilities a nursery can't have her . I'm 1 week late . I'm in good health 

and have no allergies or medical conditions . Please I'm really desperate for help 

I have visited my GP last week and he referred me to my local NHS service.They can only offer me a medical 

abortion with three visits to the hospital on separate days. On the second visit I am expected to stay there all day. I 

work full time and have two young sons so getting all that time off and childcare is going to be very difficult probably 

impossible.

I live in South yorkshire and have no friends and the relatives I have I am not close to.

I was hoping to have a termination in the comfort of my own home without judgmental eyes and without worrying 

about my husband knowing. I fear what would happen if he did. I have 3 children and my 3rd is 11 month old I 

considerd an abortion when he was conceived and had a terrible pregnancy and still suffering from post natal 

depression. I will try to seek help, anonymously if possible. I'm in great need of help.

I'm a young studen and i want to have an abortion becouse i do not have the finacial resources to bring up a child 

and i'm alredy drowning in studen loans also i don't feel ready for resposibility of raising it and I want to finish my 

studies. I live in United Kingdom, I know abortion is legal there, but beeing a foreign student i can not aford this 

country prieces of procedure and the place in line for supported abortions is just to long and not guaranteed. I feel 

absolutely horrible and desperate and womenonweb.org seems to be the only place that could help me now. I can 

try and gether up the money for donation of your site. I just need to know if you could help me, please.

http://womenonweb.org/
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Abortion requests from undocumented women: 

Please I need you to help me with abortion pill..My 

situation is difficult..I live in Uk but I cannot go to the 

hospital to request abortion for fear of arrest as I am 

currently an illegal immigrant..I have no money and just 

managing and living with a friend..I am Nigerian..I 

came to Uk several years ago to study after that my 

visa expired and couldnt go back to nigeria...Its a long 

story but am broke and hopeless and its a shame I 

dont have any money to donate for your great 

service..Am crying day and night..I dont want this 

baby..Women on web is my last hope..please help 

me.please”
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Challenges
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Women on Web website is censored by autocratic governments 
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The Safe Abortion App: information about safe abortion options in every 

country around the world and to bypass censorship
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Dear AdWords Advertiser,

We're writing to let you know about a change to Google's advertising policies that may 

affect your AdWords account. Beginning in the coming weeks, we'll no longer accept 

ads that promote abortion services and that target any of the following countries: 

Argentina, Brazil, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Italy, Malaysia, Mexico, 

Peru, Philippines, Poland, Singapore, Spain, or Taiwan. 'Abortion services' include, but 

are not limited to, abortion clinics and abortion counselors. When we make this 

change, Google will suspend all campaigns identified as being in violation of our 

revised policy.  You've received this email because our system identified your account 

as potentially affected by this policy change. We ask that you make any necessary 

changes to your site to comply. We have given much consideration to our stance on 

the advertising of this content and the potential effect our policy decision could have on 

AdWords advertisers. However, as a business, Google must make decisions regarding 

the advertising that we accept . As noted in our advertising Terms and Conditions*, 

Google may refuse any ads or terminate ad campaigns at any time, for any reason. 

Please note that the decisions we make concerning advertising in no way affect the 

search results we deliver. Google offers broad access to content across the web 

without censoring search results. We apologize for the inconvenience this policy 

change may cause you. 

Sincerely,The Google AdWords Team
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Why does it matter ?
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Northern Ireland: women are prosecuted  and sentenced, 2 

more cases against women are to be heard by the Court
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Thank you!!!


